
 
Friday 23rd April 2021 

 
Dear Parents and Carers of Y1 children at Ecclesall Primary School, 
 
We felt it would be helpful to send another letter to answer questions from individual emails from Y1 
parents and carers as it would be impossible to reply to all emails separately. We really appreciate how 
frustrated and upset you will be regarding Y1 having to self-isolate for a second time but these decisions are 
not taken lightly. We, as SLT and our Y1 staff team equally share your frustrations and stress. It is so much 
easier and better all round for our children to be in school but the safety of our children and staff is 
paramount. 
 
For your information, we received a phone call at 8.10am on Thursday 22nd April informing us of a positive 
case from a PCR test. (We are unable to provide any more information than this due to 
confidentiality/GDPR reasons). Immediately I phoned Public Health for advice and at 8.20am I sent an 
urgent text to all Y1 parents/carers. I then adapted the DfE letter to send out to parents/carers by email 
and this was received by 8.38am. We appreciate it is not ideal to receive a text and email on your journey 
to school or if you have already dropped your child at Kids club and gone to work. However, this was 
unavoidable due to the timing of the PCR positive Covid-19 result sent by text/email to the family involved. 
 
We have had quite a few assumptions that it is linked to a LFD test from a staff member. Whilst we cannot 
confirm whether the positive test result relates to a child or adult, we can confirm it was a result of a PCR 
test taken following the development of one of the three main symptoms. At Ecclesall Primary School, we 
pride ourselves in knowing the process of reporting results/self-isolation incredibly well and we follow all the 
DfE and Local Authority guidance very carefully.  
 
We have had quite a few positive cases for Covid-19 over this academic year and cannot stress enough how 
important it is to strictly follow the rules of self-isolation. This includes your Y1 child staying at home and/or 
being in your garden (if you have one). They must not leave your home to visit another home, see a friend 
or family member in a park or another home or attend out of school activities. The parent/carers and other 
siblings of these Y1 children do not have to self-isolate. This only happens if one member of your family 
develops one of the three main symptoms and in this situation a PCR test is taken and the whole family self-
isolates until the results comes back. More detailed information is in our EPS risk assessment and has been 
shared widely on past emails/letters and on our school website. 
  
As you are aware, we work in year group bubbles at Ecclesall Primary School and this has been explained in 
a separate letter sent to the whole school yesterday. This will be reviewed again by both the Senior 
Leadership Team and the Governing body when further guidance is published from the DfE (hopefully mid-
May). We, as a school, are not prepared to risk facilitating the spread of Covid-19 by isolating only a “class 
bubble” whilst in reality they are working as “year group” bubbles. We are still in a National pandemic. 
 
We have been in regular contact with the Public Health Team and they have confirmed again today that 
the school is following national guidance in relation to action that should be taken following a positive 
COVID-19 case. At the end of the day we are making these decisions to protect your children, your families 
and our staff and their families. 
 
Kind Regards 
 
Emma Hardy   Nicole Ramsey          Guy Willatt 
Head Teacher   Deputy Head                      Deputy Head 


