
The Quality of Education 
 
Outstanding 
 
 The school meets all the criteria for a good quality of education securely and consistently. 
 The quality of education provided is exceptional. 

In addition, the following apply. 

 The school’s curriculum intent and implementation are embedded securely and consistently across 
the school. It is evident from what teachers do that they have a firm and common understanding 
of the school’s curriculum intent and what it means for their practice. Across all parts of the 
school, series of lessons contribute well to delivering the curriculum intent. 

 The work given enables pupils, over time and across the school, to consistently achieve the aims 
of the curriculum, which is coherently planned and sequenced towards cumulatively sufficient 
knowledge and skills for future learning and employment. 

 Pupils’ work across the curriculum is consistently of a high quality. 
 Pupils consistently achieve highly, particularly the most disadvantaged. Pupils with SEND achieve 

exceptionally well. 

411. In order to judge whether a school is good or requires improvement, inspectors will use a ‘best 
fit’ approach, relying on the inspection team’s professional judgement. 

 
Good (2) 
 
 Leaders adopt or construct a curriculum that is ambitious and designed to give all pupils, 

particularly disadvantaged pupils and pupils with SEND, the knowledge and cultural capital they 
need to succeed in life. This is either the national curriculum or a curriculum of comparable 
breadth and ambition. 
 

 The curriculum may undergo necessary changes (for example, following a review by senior leaders 
or to take account of COVID-19) and certain aspects may be more developed than others. Where 
this is the case, these changes do not prevent all pupils having access to an appropriately broad 
and ambitious curriculum. Where adaptations to curriculum breadth are made for particular 
pupils, there is a clear rationale for why this is in those pupils’ interests, and, where appropriate, 
there is a clear plan for returning all pupils to studying the full curriculum. 

 
 The school’s curriculum is coherently planned and sequenced towards cumulatively sufficient 

knowledge and skills for future learning and employment. 
 
 Pupils study the full curriculum; it is not narrowed: 

 in primary schools, a broad range of subjects (exemplified by the national curriculum) is taught 
in key stage 2 throughout each and all of Years 3 to 6 

 in secondary schools, the school teaches a broad range of subjects (exemplified by the national 
curriculum) throughout Years 7 to 9. The school’s aim is to have the EBacc at the heart of its 
curriculum, in line with the DfE’s ambition where this applies, and good progress has been 
made towards this ambition. 

 



 The curriculum is successfully adapted, designed or developed to be ambitious and meet the 
needs of pupils with SEND, developing their knowledge, skills and abilities to apply what they 
know and can do with increasing fluency and independence. 
 

 The work given enables pupils to achieve the aims and ambition of the curriculum, which is 
coherently planned and sequenced towards cumulatively sufficient knowledge. 

 
 Teachers have good knowledge of the subject(s) and courses they teach. Leaders provide effective 

support, including for those teaching outside their main areas of expertise. 
 
 Teachers present subject matter clearly, promoting appropriate discussion about the subject 

matter being taught. They check pupils’ understanding systematically, identify misconceptions 
accurately and provide clear, direct feedback. In so doing, they respond and adapt their teaching 
as necessary without unnecessarily elaborate or individualised approaches. 

 
 Over the course of study, teaching is designed to help pupils to remember long term the content 

they have been taught and to integrate new knowledge into larger ideas. 
 
 Any remote education is well integrated within course(s) of study, and is well designed to support 

the wider implementation of the school’s curriculum. 
 
 Teachers and leaders use assessment well. For example, they use it to help pupils embed and use 

knowledge fluently, or to check understanding and inform teaching, or to understand different 
starting points and gaps as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. Leaders understand the 
limitations of assessment and do not use it in a way that creates unnecessary burdens on staff or 
pupils. 

 
 Teachers create an environment that focuses on pupils. The textbooks and other teaching 

materials that teachers select – in a way that does not create unnecessary workload for staff – 
reflect the school’s ambitious intentions for the course of study. These materials clearly support 
the intent of a coherently planned curriculum, sequenced towards cumulatively sufficient 
knowledge and skills for future learning and employment. 

 
 Reading is prioritised to allow pupils to access the full curriculum offer. 
 
 A rigorous and sequential approach to the reading curriculum develops pupils’ fluency, confidence 

and enjoyment in reading. At all stages, reading attainment is assessed and gaps are addressed 
quickly and effectively for all pupils. Reading books connect closely to the phonics knowledge that 
pupils are taught when they are learning to read. 

 
 The sharp focus on ensuring that younger children and those at the early stages of reading gain 

the phonics knowledge and language comprehension necessary to read, and the skills to 
communicate, gives them the foundations for future learning. 

 
 Teachers ensure that their own speaking, listening, writing and reading of English support pupils 

in developing their language and vocabulary well. 
 
 Pupils develop detailed knowledge and skills across the curriculum and, as a result, achieve well. 

This is reflected in the work that pupils produce. 
 



 Where available, impact is reflected in results from national tests and examinations that meet 
government expectations, or in the qualifications obtained. Teacher assessed grades from 2020 
and 2021 will not be used to assess impact. 

 
 Pupils are ready for the next stage of education, employment or training. They have the 

knowledge and skills they need and, where relevant, they gain qualifications that allow them to 
go on to destinations that meet their interests and aspirations and the intention of their course of 
study. Pupils with SEND achieve the best possible outcomes. 

 
 Pupils read widely and often, with fluency and comprehension appropriate to their age. They are 

able to apply mathematical knowledge, concepts and procedures appropriately for their age. 
 


