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The Autumn Term in Reception
Aims
• The children are happy to come to school and are forming positive relationships 

with peers and adults.
• They are learning through play both in the indoor and outdoor environment.
• They have adapted well to school routines.
• They are developing a love of learning.
• Beginning to regulate their emotions.
• They are learning to show some independence. 
• They are able to listen for a short period of time. 
• They are able to engage in back and forth conversation.
• They are able to tell an adult if they have a problem.  
• They are beginning understand our school values



A day in Reception
• Lunch register
• Morning song and well being check
• Calendar/Daily Maths Moment
• Maths focus
• Focused learning with an adult
• Indoor and outdoor learning through play
• Snack
• Playtime
• Daily phonics
• Focused learning with an adult – phonics focus
• Indoor and outdoor learning through play
• Lunch and playtime on the playground
• Whole class learning – different focus each day
• Focused learning with an adult
• Indoor and outdoor learning through play
• Story time
• Home time



Foundation Stage Curriculum
There are seven areas of learning and development that must shape 
educational programmes in early years settings. All areas of learning and 
development are important and inter-connected. 
The prime areas of learning
• Communication and Language – Listening Attention and Understanding and Speaking 
• Physical Development – Gross Motor and Fine Motor
• Personal, Social and Emotional Development – Self Regulation, Managing Self and Building

Relationships
The specific areas of learning
The specific areas of learning develop essential skills and knowledge for children to participate 

successfully in society. 
• Literacy – Comprehension, Word Reading and Writing
• Mathematics – Numbers and Numerical Patterns
• Understanding the World – Past and Present, People, Culture and Communities, The Natural 

World
• Expressive Arts and Design – Creating with Materials and Being Imaginative and Expressive
At the end of the year the children are assessed against all 17 aspects of the Foundation Stage 
curriculum.  These are called the Early Learning Goals. 



Personal, Social & Emotional Development
• Children are encouraged to build their skills around self regulation, managing 

themselves and building relationships. For example they are able to get their own 
things at the end of the day. 

• Zones of regulation – on a daily basis children are encouraged to talk about how 
they are feeling as part of our daily well-being check and consider how other 
people are feeling.

forming positive relationships 
with peers and adults

playing co-operatively and
sharing resources 

taking into account 
each others ideas



Communication & Language

• Communication and Language includes developing speaking, listening and 
understanding skills. For example speaking and listening to each other in their play 
and learning, listening to stories and following instructions.

Talk, listen and 
contribute

Ask and answer questions 
Hold back and forth
conversations

Listen to and discuss stories



Physical Development
• Gross Motor Development: 

Opportunities to develop 
overall body strength, 
balance, co-ordination and 
agility. 

• Fine Motor Development: 
Opportunities to use a 
variety of small tools 
including hole punches, 
scissors, tweezer and 
pencils for writing. 

Health and Well being: Regular 
discussions about our well being 
and how to stay healthy as well 
as focusing on personal hygiene 
and skills for being 
independent.



Understanding the World
• Understanding the World includes learning about the natural world, people, culture 

and communities and the past and present. • Observing growth 
and change such 
as watching the 
metamorphosis of 
caterpillars.

• Learning about 
different traditions and 
celebrations.

• Developing geographical skills in 
relation to our local environment.

• Exploring the natural world



Expressive Arts and Design
• This area of the curriculum includes art, design, music, dance and imaginative play. 

• access to a variety of 
materials and tools 

• develop their creations. 

• engage in imaginative play 

• explore a range of 
musical instruments and 
express themselves 
through movement and 
dance.  



Mathematics
• During the year children explore a range of mathematical concepts focusing 

primarily on numbers to 10 with the focus of understanding the composition 
of each number.

• Activities include subitising, recalling number bonds to 10, doubling and 
comparing quantities in different contexts. 

• Each classroom has a maths area to access during

learning through play.

• Daily maths moments which include updating the calendar, focusing of 
different numbers and singing a variety of maths songs.  



Literacy

The Literacy curriculum includes both reading and writing.

Examples of some of the things the children are expected to do during their reception 
year.

• Writing: Begin to spell and write some simple words and short sentences. 

• Reading includes:

• Comprehension: Children are expected to demonstrate their understanding of stories, 
anticipate key events and begin to use and understand new vocabulary. 

• Word reading: The children are expected to recognise and say the sounds in the 
alphabet, to blend sounds to read words and to read simple sentences. 



Literacy

Weekly overview

• Reading: Daily phonics, individual reading, shared reading, story time, accessing 
the reading corner, reading in our outdoor reading shed.

• Writing: Shared writing, guided writing, phonics, independent writing, 
handwriting, writing within the continuous provision.



Reading at Home
In your child's book bag you should have
• A reading for pleasure book 
• Your child’s green reading record book (this is for teachers 
and parent comments – one comment a week is enough) 
• Your child’s reading book – at this stage

• Lilac book (without words)
• Pink book (with simple words)

• Zappers and games 
(e.g. Ecclesall Shopping List)



Phonics and Reading
Our systematic phonics programme is Twinkl Phonics

Level 1 

• Developing speaking & listening skills

• General sound discrimination

• Rhythm & Rhyme

• Alliteration

• Oral blending & segmenting



Phonics and Reading
Level 2

• Continue to orally blend & segment

• Focus on Level 2 Grapheme Phoneme Correspondence (GPC)  - seeing the grapheme and 

saying the phoneme

• To use letters for blending for reading & segmenting for spelling. 

• Begin recognising tricky words such as: the, to ,no , go, I

sat



Parent information sheets that are sent 
home every week. 

Please share with your child and practise 
the activities. 



Phonics: Level 3
• Hear, say & recognise the remaining letters of the alphabet-j/v/w/x/y/z

• Continue blending & segmenting words.

• Introduce consonant & vowel digraphs such as sh/ch/th & ee/oo/ai and trigraphs e.g
igh, air

• Introduce letter names

• Continue to read & spell tricky words such as he, she, we, be

shop



Level 4

• Continue to read & spell more challenging decodable words such as polysyllabic words 
e.g laptop.

• Blend & segment words with adjacent consonants such as cl, fr, sw

• Continue to read & spell tricky words

star



Parent information sheets that are sent 
home every week. 

Please share with your child and practise 
the activities. 



• Each half term you can refer to the Curriculum Jigsaw and Knowledge Organiser 
so that you can find out what we are learning for the half term.  These are 
available to access on the school website.

• Each week you can access the weekly notice on the website to find out what we 
are doing that week. 

• Curriculum  Jigsaw Knowledge Organiser



How can you help at home?

• Share school reading books and reading for pleasure books with your children.

• Practise the sounds/words on their zapper.

• Help your child to orally blend and segment.

• Help your child to blend the sounds in words.

• Practise singing nursery rhymes.

• Play subitising dice or card games.

• Talk to your child about special events you have shared together using some of 
the vocabulary on our knowledge organiser.

Reading Zapper 
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