
Y4 Our Changing World 
Key Vocabulary 

Word  DefiniƟon 

Biome 
A large, naturally occurring community of plants and animals (e.g., 
rainforest, tundra)  

LaƟtude Horizontal lines on a map used to show north/south locaƟons  

Ocean Current a giant river of seawater that moves conƟnuously in one direcƟon.   

DeforestaƟon The acƟon of clearing a wide area of trees.  

Sustainability 
MeeƟng our own needs without compromising the ability of future 
generaƟons to meet theirs.  

PolluƟon 
Harmful materials introduced into the environment (air, water, or 
land).  

Interdependence 
How different parts of the Earth and its inhabitants rely on one an-
other 

EffecƟve  
Communicators 

CreaƟve thinkers & 
problem solvers 

The ability to  make 
connecƟons and  
comparisons 

Valuable members of a 
community 

Understanding change, 
capable of changing and 

accepƟng change Key Concepts 

Happy Children, Happy School, 
Learning Together, Growing Together 

Respect         Positivity         Kindness 

Prior Learning Future Learning 

Children can al-
ready name major 
conƟnents and 
oceans and idenƟfy 
local physical fea-
tures like moun-
tains and forests.  

Pupils will move on to 
study longitude, Ɵme 
zones, and specific 
regions like South 
America, including 
volcanoes and earth-
quakes  

End Points: 
Use maps to help identify the continents, 
oceans and lines of latitude.  

Know that natural flows, like ocean currents, 
connect parts of the world. 

Understand that Earth has diverse biomes 
such as rainforests and the ArcƟc. 

Know that human actions, like pollution and 
deforestation, harm global environments. 

How you can help at home: 

 PlasƟc Audit: Complete a survey of how many plasƟc 
items your family uses, throws away, or recycles in a week. 

 Local AcƟon: Go on a local walk to idenƟfy human 
impacts (both posiƟve and negaƟve) in your own neighbour-
hood. 

 Conscious Consuming: Research which everyday 
products contain palm oil and discuss sustainable alterna-
Ɵves 


