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Reading for Pleasure

Reading intent: 
● To make reading irresistible for all children 
● To develop a lifelong love of reading, books and authors. 
● Reading will always be prioritised so that children become 

motivated, fluent, skilled and attentive readers,
● To support this there are:
● Recommended reading books across school in every class - much 

of our learning is based around these books
● Teachers read at storytime across school
● We take part in National Storytelling Week, World Book Day 

and  National poetry day, 
● We have visiting authors/ poets to come in and work with the 

children



Reading at Home
In your child's book bag you should have…
• A reading for pleasure book (from the school library or classroom)
• Your child’s red reading record book (this is for teacher and parent 

comments 
• Your child’s reading book

• Sometimes we send words to practise at home

Children keep their book for a week so they can 
read it a few times at home to build confidence and 
fluency.  It’s important to read books a few times 
to develop pace and fluency, then use expression 
and answer questions when they are familiar with 
the text.  
If your child is reading fluently then their focus is 
reading for meaning - in reading sessions we ask 
questions, practise finding information, discuss 
word meaning, predict what might happen and retell 
key points.



Phonics and Reading
Our systematic phonics programme is Twinkl Phonics

A story based programme, taught daily focusing on reading and spelling.



Phonics and Reading
Level 2 - Reception Autumn Term

• To orally blend & segment

• Learn Level 2 Grapheme Phoneme Correspondence (GPC)  - seeing the grapheme 

and saying the phoneme

• Use letters for blending for reading & segmenting for spelling. 

• Begin recognising tricky words such as: the, to ,no , go, I

sat



Level 3 - Reception Spring Term

• Hear, say & recognise the remaining letters of the alphabet-j/v/w/x/y/z
• Continue blending & segmenting words.
• Learn consonant & vowel digraphs such as sh/ch/th & ee/oo/ai and trigraphs e.g 

igh, air
• Introduce letter names
• Continue to read & spell tricky words such as he, she, we, be

shop





Level 4 - Reception- Summer Term

• Continue to read & spell more challenging decodable words such as polysyllabic 
words e.g laptop.

                                          
• Blend & segment words with adjacent consonants such as cl, fr, sw

• Continue to read & spell tricky words

star



Level 5

• Continue to give the phoneme, when shown any grapheme that has been taught and write 
common graphemes for the given phoneme

• Use phonic knowledge and skills to read and spell unfamiliar words

• read and spell phonically decodable two-syllable and three-syllable words such as:

dolphin substitute

In Year 1 we focus on Level 5 and continue to teach daily phonics sessions, usually introducing 1 or 2 sounds a week.
We recap on sounds and words from previous levels and sessions and the children use their phonic knowledge to read 
and spell unfamiliar words.This might be on white boards on the carpet or in books at the tables.
In some sessions we practise writing these words in a ‘dictated sentence’ - here we read a sentence on the board, 
spot any sounds we have been learning and any tricky words,  count the words and say the sentence again.  Then we 
cover the sentence and have a go at writing it.  We then check our sentences one word at a time.
We start to read longer 2 and 3 syllable words e.g. dolphin and substitute.



These are the 38 sounds that we learn in Level 5, beginning with pray ay.
Each sound has an action linked to it, as in previous Levels.
Some of the sounds that children find trickier are the split digraphs.
A split digraph is a two-letter grapheme that makes one sound but is separated by a consonant, often referred to as "magic e" or "silent e". 
The trailing 'e' forces the starting vowel to produce a long sound (its name) rather than a short one. 
Common split digraphs include a-e (cake), i-e (slide), o-e (bone), u-e (cube),u-e (flute) and e-e (trapeze),
In the Twinkl programme we refer to split digraphs as ‘cheeky partners’ - they are too cheeky to sit next to each other so they have to have a friend (or another 
letter) to sit inbetween them.





• Read all tricky and common exception words

• Spell Level 2, 3 and 4 tricky words and most Level 5 common exception words

• Use alternative ways of representing the long vowel phonemes

• Form each letter correctly

Also in Level 5…
Children learn to read and write the ‘common exception words’
In reception these were referred to as ‘Tricky words’ - we say both in Y1 as we are still focusing on spelling the ones from previous levels.
In English lessons and in the writing area in Y1 classrooms children have these available on word mats to use at all times to support their writing (show word 
mats).  They are also displayed on the wall.
We learn alternative ways of representing the long vowel phonemes (a, e, i, o, u).
We refer to these as ‘sound families’.



Children also learn to form each letter correctly.
We have separate handwriting session each week.  

From year 1 onwards we use the ‘Achieving Excellence in Handwriting’ approach, developed by 
Martin Harvey and Debbie Watson.  

The handwriting style that the children will develop throughout school is semi-cursive.  

It is simplistic, but very clear, and it does not have the ‘loops’ or ‘lead ins’ which are features of 
more complex handwriting styles.

In year 1 we focus on understanding:

· The handwriting lines and where to place letters on them

· The height of each letter (tall, short, tail, teenager, greedy)

· Where to start and finish each letter

· Writing letters in printed form (not joined)

We also focus on learning the correct vocabulary to use when describing letters.

This parent information booklet is available on the school website in the Y1 curriculum area:



• Parent information sheets and bookmarks are sent home every week. 

• Please share the words with your child and practise the activities. 



Phonic Screening Check
• In June, all year 1 children are expected to complete the Year 1 
Phonics Screening Check.

•The aim is to check that a child is making progress in phonics. They 
are expected to read a mixture of real words and ‘nonsense’ words 
(nonsense words can also be referred to as ‘pseudo’ or ‘alien’ words).



In Y1 all children are expected to complete a Phonics Screening Check.
The phonics screening check is designed to allow schools to assess whether children have made expected progress within their phonics learning.
It can help teachers to identify gaps in children’s phonics knowledge and gives the school a picture of where children may be excelling or requiring extra 
support. 
This usually takes place in June.
Children throughout the country will all take the test during the same week. 
If they are absent from school during that week, they will take it within the specified time frame. 
Children in year 2 will also take the check if they did not achieve the required outcome when in year 1 or if they have not taken the test before.

The phonics screening check is designed not to be stressful for your child. 
It is not referred to it as a ‘test’. 
It is carried out by the class teacher.
We have prepared children well for it and they are used to reading words in this way (we incorporate phonics screening practise into everyday teaching in 
English/ Phonics/ Reading)
The test contains 40 words. Some of these words are real words and some are ‘nonsense words’ also referred to as ‘pseudo’ or ‘alien’ words. 
Children will be prepared for the fact that some of the words will not be real words and these words are identifiable during the test by having a small 
image of an alien next to them. 
These ‘alien-words’ are important because all children will need to use their decoding skills to read them as they will have not been learnt by sight. 
The test will take around 10 minutes per child, although children are allowed to work at their own pace and there is no time limit. 
If your child is struggling, the teacher can stop the check. 
Each child will sit one-to-one with an adult and will be asked to read the 40 words out loud. 

Schools must report the results of the phonics screening check to parents before the end of the summer term. 
We usually send out these results along with your child’s annual report.
Children who do not pass the phonics screening check in year 1 will go on to retake it in year 2, unless there are mitigating circumstances. There will be 
continued support for those children who do not pass the screening check.



Here are some examples of ‘alien’ and real words from previous Phonics Screening Checks
Children may add sound buttons to the words to help decode them.
They may want to use their ‘robot arms’ to segment and blend them, like we do in class.
It is important that they blend the sounds together and say the whole word for it to count.



Encourage your child to practise putting the sound buttons on real and alien words.  They then need to ‘sound talk’ and ‘blend the words together.  Encourage them to 
take their time, look at the sounds and the words carefully.  Alien words won’t sound like real words and real words will make sense.  Watch out for your child swapping 
the letters round in words to make sounds they have learnt e.g.

·         in the alien word ‘brend’ swapping the letters re to make er and reading the word as ‘bernd’
·         in the alien word ‘krid’ swapping the ri to make er and reading the word as ‘kird’

If your child does this, point out that they have swapped the letters and ask them to have another go.
 
Sound buttons explained:
 
If the sound in a word comes from a single letter, they just need to dot underneath, if a sound is made by two or three letters together they draw a line under those 
letters. If the sound is made by two letters that are split apart, they draw an arc from one to the other going under the letter in between.

 

Example below:

pig                                  plate               
light                                chest



How can you help at home?

• Develop a reading routine.
• Share school reading books and reading for pleasure books with your 

children.
• Give children plenty of opportunity to read aloud.
• Practise the sounds/words sent home.
• Help your child practise putting sound buttons on real and alien words (we 

will send packs home this week).  Then blend and say the whole word.
• Go to the library to let your child choose books that they enjoy.
• Practise reading words when out and about e.g. on signs, menus…
• Play lots of word games like ‘I Spy’ and ‘Hangman’. 



Questions to Ask
•Where does the story take place?
•Is there a main character?
•Would you like to have a friend like this character? Why?
•How did you feel during different parts of the story, what made you 
feel like this?
•What part of the story did you like/dislike the most? Why?
•Have you read any other stories which were similar?
•What do you think these words mean?
•What part of the book was the saddest, funniest or most interesting?
•Did the pictures help you to understand more about the story? Why?
•What questions would you like to ask the author?
•Do you think other children would like this book?



Statutory requirements Word reading (From the National Curriculum)

Pupils should be taught to:
● apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words
● respond speedily with the correct sound to graphemes (letters or groups of letters)

for all 40+ phonemes, including, where applicable, alternative sounds for graphemes
● read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words containing GPCs that have

been taught
● read common exception words, noting unusual correspondences between spelling

and sound and where these occur in the word
● read words containing taught GPCs and –s, –es, –ing, –ed, –er and –est endings
● read other words of more than one syllable that contain taught GPCs
● read words with contractions [for example, I’m, I’ll, we’ll], and understand that the

apostrophe represents the omitted letter(s)
● read aloud accurately books that are consistent with their developing phonic

knowledge and that do not require them to use other strategies to work out words
● re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading


